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President’s Corner 

By Marybeth Conger 
 

Spring is here, finally!  Fred and I enjoyed sharing the trial 
with a few brave souls this past Saturday doing trail clean 
up past the Gem Cycle Park. No one found anything as 
interesting as Charles did at last year’s Road cleanup, but I 
did see a certain mule named Lilly with several cow skulls 
tied to her butt. Aren’t mules great?  This counts as trail 
work, so please remember to log your hours.  
It is time to start getting our critters and ourselves in shape 
for upcoming activities. We have some great Rides coming 
up, Trail fun projects, Education events, and Horse expo to 
name a few. Please check out our event calendar and come 
join us. We should be hearing some updates on the joint 
AQHA/BCH Ride too.   
Also, our annual Yard sale is right around the corner, so 
remember to put those items aside while doing spring 
cleanup.  Keep in mind this fundraiser enables the chapter 
to purchase some big-ticket items such as that rather large 

Saw that is at Phil’s house and the 4 Radios that will soon be at Rob’s place.  
It is great seeing involvement of new members in our chapters’ activities.  Charles and Lorraine Chick continue to provide 
some fun education opportunities for us. Jake Lemon took on the State calendar photo project with gusto and has finalized 
that. Then there is Janine who continues to handle Volunteer Hours reporting with some fun things planned for us.    
Our Chapter Newsletter is a great way to communicate and spotlight all of the great things we do during the year. Linda is 
always looking for articles, photos so let’s make 2011 the best year ever by continuing to send her items during the year.  
Also thanks to Linda for getting SBBCH set up on Facebook which is but another way to reach out to the public and 
members. 

Look for future kudos….. See you on the trial, MBC 
 

 
 

For information on Membership 
Contact Marybeth Conger at 208­365­9864 or president@sbbchidaho.org 

Squaw Butte Back Country Horsemen 
www.sbbchidaho.org 

 
Our mission 

• To perpetuate the common-sense use and enjoyment of horses in America's back country and 
wilderness. 

• To work to insure that public lands remain open to recreational stock use. 
• To assist the various government and private agencies in their maintenance and management of said 

resources. 
• To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the wise and sustaining use of the back country 

resources by horsemen and the general public. 
• To foster and encourage the formation of new Backcountry Horsemen organization 
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Artistic Passion and Friendship – by MB Conger 

 
This article is not about an official SBBCH event, but 
rather about a friendship that formed as a result of being 
a member. I first met Linda Adams in 2002. Each year, I 
got to know Linda a little better when she attended 
chapter meetings and of course the fun Christmas parties. 
The year Rob was State Director for the chapter, Linda & 
I spent a lot of time together and that is when I discovered 
she is an artist, who is passionate about her glass 
creations.   
If memory serves me correctly, about 4 or 5 years ago, 
Rob, Bill and I were discussing a backcountry packing 
adventure, so a dinner invite came.  Linda prepared a low 
carb delicious meal, “Company Chicken”. While the guys 
were looking at maps, Linda showed me her studio, which 

is quite extensive. I knew then she was someone dedicated to artistic expression. She went on to show me 
some of her finished pieces that are on exhibit in their beautiful home. Then I saw her catalog of commissioned 
pieces, done for others over the years. At this point I was in awe of her ability to turn pieces of glass into 
artwork.  
Frankly I was a bit intimidated by Linda’s talent, but it was like she read my mind that night, immediately putting 
me at ease. Over the next few years we continued to communicate about all kinds of things, getting to know 
each other better. It is amazing to me how many life experiences and interests, Linda and I share.  Then one 
day Linda asked if I would like to create something in her studio and she would be my coach. I would do 
everything hands on but she would be there to guide me.  
So this January, I took two days off from work and had the time of life with Linda. We had hours of 
conversations; choices to discuss 
and finally decisions were made. 
She taught me how to cut glass so I 
could learn about its properties. 
Then I assembled the glass pieces 
and prepared the forms and the kiln. 
I chose to make two at once and put 
a circle on a square. The kiln was 
programmed and then the process 
began. Thanks to Linda’s positive 
and diplomatic coaching, the pieces 
are gorgeous and I give her full 
credit. I cried when I saw them and 
immediately named the pieces 
“Ocean” and “Unrestrained”.   
Friends give each other a lot. Linda 
shared herself with me and drew 
something out of me I never knew 
existed.  
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Equine Dentistry from the Desk of Linda Paul 
 

They come prancing through the giant garage door, snorting, 
wide-eyed, and keyed up.  Two hours later, they wobble out, 
eyes slightly glassy, and unsure of what just happened. Three 
times a year the Academy of Equine Dentistry invites local horse 
owners to bring their horses to the simple cement block building 
in Glenns Ferry, Idaho for a turn in the dental stall.  
The Academy was the first school designed to educate dental 

technicians and veterinarians in the science of equine dental care.  
Students from all over the world come to the Academy to learn 
about the history and importance of equine dental care. They 
learn the anatomy of a horse’s head, mouth and teeth.  The 
unique way that equine teeth grow and change through age 

creates biomechanical problems which 
students learn to diagnose and correct. 

Students also learn to perform routine dental 
cleanings and to equalize and balance dental 
surfaces for improved chewing. In addition to 
hands on training with the tools of the trade—
we’re talking some mighty big drills and files 

here folks!—students also receive guidance about the business end of equine dental care. To earn certification 
students must complete over 400 hours of course work, compile at least 125 case studies, and pass the practical 

and written exams at the end of each session. As if that weren’t enough, all certified technicians must return to 
the academy for continuing education every 18 months. This ensures that all practitioners share experiences and 
knowledge, and stay current with the evolving theory, techniques and equipment in the field of equine dentistry.  
On a recent visit to the facility during clinic practicum, I spoke with students of varying ages and backgrounds. 
One of the more advanced students lamented the fact that his dental tools had not made the trip from his home 
in Belgium to Glenns Ferry. 

 “I needed to bring my tools here because at home there  is no place to have 

them  properly  serviced.  These  equine  dental  tools  are  simply  not  available 
anywhere in Europe.” 

One  can imagine the circus of navigating international airport terminals with a trunk full of Jack-in-the-
beanstalk-sized drills and files!  
A trainer I spoke with explained that he teaches a session to help defray the cost of his continuing education 
requirement. He graduated from the Academy in 1998 after a life of carpentering, ranching, horse training and 
shoeing. His introduction to equine dentistry came about as a result of baffling behavior problems with a horse 
he was training. We all know what happens to our own performance when we lose a filling or suffer an 
abscessed tooth. Imagine how it feels to your horse when you shove a bit in his mouth and ask him to perform 
fancy footwork while his gums are throbbing or, worse yet, his entire jaw feels like it’s about to explode.  
Equine dental problems manifest in numerous ways. The following are a few examples: 

• Unexplained weight loss, excessive salivation, dropped bits of partially chewed food 
• Bit avoidance or fussing with the bit 
• Head tossing under the bit 
• Poor carriage or tilting the head 
• Colic, bad breath, bleeding or soreness in or around the mouth 
• Unexplained refusal to rein in a particular direction or directional spookiness 

Imagine walking around with an unrelenting headache. If your horse exhibits puzzling behavioral problems, an 
impacted tooth could be causing infection and headache. OUCH! Do your horse a favor. Take him to the 
dentist—on a regular basis. The Academy of Equine Dentistry provides state-of-the-art equine dental care for 
minimal cost. All student work is done under the watchful eyes of expert technicians and trainers. Standing anesthesia—what I think 
of as “happy gas”— is provided by veterinarians who are also on the lookout for other potential medical issues. A full surgical suite is 
available for extreme cases. While your horse is having his chompers buffed, you are welcome to wander about the clinic and observe 
a variety of procedures being performed. The staff, students, and technicians are friendly and eager to answer questions.  Equine 
dental care performed at the Academy of Equine Dentistry goes miles beyond the “floatings” that our veterinarian provided to the 
ranch horses when I was a kid.  
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For more information, call Pam Swenson at 208 830-9674 or check out the website: 
http://www.equinedentalacademy.com 

_____________________ 
Elected Officers for 2011 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

President 
Past President 

Marybeth Conger 
Ellen Knapp president@sbbchidaho.org 208-365-9864 

208-365-0737 
VP Shannon Schantz info@sbbchidaho.org 208-365-7691 

Ellen Knapp 208-365-0737 Secretary Team 

Chris Holt 
secretary@sbbchidaho.org 

208-398-9825 
Treasurer Kay Ryan treasurer@sbbchidaho.org 208-398-8993 

Education/Foundation Lorraine Chick 
Charles Chick 
Bill Conger  
Bill Holt (alt) 

education@sbbchidaho.org 
208-870-6289 
208-793-9477 
208-365-9864 
208-398-9825 

 State Board Robbin Schindele 
Phil Ryan  
Nancy Schindele (alt) 

state.board@sbbchidaho.org 
208-365-1789 
208-398-8993 
208-365-1789 

Projects & Rides      

Rob Adams 208-584-3780 Boise National Forest 
Emmett & Cascade NFS Districts Terry MacDonald 208-584-3767  

Payette National Forest 
Hells Canyon & Weiser NFS Districts 

Tony Buthman 

projects@sbbchidaho.org 

208-549-2054 

Tony Buthman 208-549-2054 

Chris & Bill Holt 208-398-9825 

Public Lands 

Robbin Schindele 

public.land@sbbchidaho.org 

208-365-1789 

Newsletter Linda Hays newsletter@sbbchidaho.org 208-571-0376 

Webmaster Robbin Schindele webmaster@sbbchidaho.org 208-365-1789 
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Arena Time Can Be Productive and Fun! 
 

Winter months with frozen ground and snow, forces equine owners to go in arenas to have any kind of time 
with their four legged friends.  But an arena is no place to get any “trail” time, right!!!  Wrong. Our once a month 

arena night  we schedule in January, February, March, 
and April can produce a much more confident, calm and 
well mannered equine by April.   
Natural Horsemanship starts on the ground. When you 
“play” each game you find the “keys” to your equines 
confidence. We began with the first three games, 
Friendly, Porcupine and Driving. Each game while 
introduced on the ground flows into the saddle. 
Friendly…goes from rubbing tarps, sticks, ropes and balls 
all over his body to him excepting saddle pad, saddle, 
cinch, whirling ropes and tree limbs jumping out at him. 
Porcupine Game…leads to legs yields, bit acceptance, 
and ultimate foot control. The Driving Game continues in 
the saddle and allows the rider to get more from each 
movement, with less effort.   
The second arena night we continued with the Yo-Yo, 

Circling Game, and Sideways. Yo-Yo instills backup, change of gait. The Circling Game is not just “lunging” 
your equine to get the Friskies out but teaches your equine his responsibilities to maintain gait and direction. 
Sideways, well, gate openings. 
The third Thursday meeting was St Patrick Day and a lot of green and fun came out. Oh, and we also played 
with Squeeze Game, which prepares the equine for trailer loading, water crossing and mud where equine feel 
trapped. 
Our last Thursday arena night is April 21st.  We will have a “timed” fun night in which we will put all our games 
to the test. Can you do 5 tasks in 3 minutes, on the ground or in the saddle? Prizes and fun will be had by all. 
Hope to see you all there. 
 
Charles and Lorraine Chick--Educational Team 

Black Bean Brownies 
Prep Time: 15 min 
Inactive Prep Time: 15 min 
Cook Time: 20 min 
Level: Easy 
Serves: 12 brownies 

Ingredients 
• Butter, for greasing pan  
• 3/4 cup cooked black beans  
• 1/2 cup vegetable oil, or olive oil  
• 2 eggs  
• 1/4 cup unsweetened cocoa powder  
• 2/3 cup sugar  
• 1 teaspoon instant coffee or espresso  
• 1 teaspoon vanilla extract  
• 1/2 cup mini chocolate chips, divided  



SBBCH Newsletter   January - February 2010 

 
 

13 

• 1/3 cup flour  
• 1/2 teaspoon baking powder  
• 1/2 teaspoon salt  
• 1/4 cup confectioners' sugar, for dusting 

Directions 
Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F. Grease a 9 by 9-inch square baking pan.  

In a blender, puree the beans with the oil. Add the eggs, cocoa, sugar, coffee, and vanilla. Melt half the chocolate chips and add to the 
blender. Blend on medium-high until smooth. In a small bowl, whisk together the flour, baking powder, and salt. Add to the blender 
and pulse until just incorporated. Stir in the remaining chocolate chips. Pour into the prepared pan. Bake until the surface looks 
somewhat matte around the edges and still a bit shiny in the middle, about 20 minutes. Let cool at least 15 minutes before cutting and 
removing from the pan. Dust with confectioners' sugar and serve.  

Cook's Note: Place a small cutout or stencil on the brownie before dusting to make a design.  

 
 

 
 

EDITORS CORNER 
 

By Linda Hays 
 

Please start submitting articles for the Newsletter  
  

1. Things of interest, short stories about our rides, Include 
pictures you would like to go along with it.  

2. Favorite photos, send your own or favorite pick of the 
month from our web site.  

3. Personal pack trips and vacations you would like to share 
with others.  

4. Favorite potluck dish or Dutch oven recipes.  
5. Clever anecdotes or jokes related to Cowboys or 

Muleskinners, Packers, etc. for the month.  
6. Monthly Packing, Riding, Safety tips for the month.  
7. News items of importance to BCH and SBBCH  
8. Anything you would like to be included in the Newsletter.  

Happy Trails 
 

Meeting: 
First Thursday of every month 7 PM at LaCosta Restaurant, Emmett Idaho 
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LOOK WHAT’S COMING UP 
for  

May and June 
http://www.sbbchidaho.org/html/activities.html 

 
The Most Awesome Yard Sale is Coming 

 
By Ellen Knapp, SBBCH Co-Secretary and past President 

 
Saturday May 28 you just may find that treasure you have been searching for.  
 
Squaw Butte Back Country Horsemen will be hosting their 4th Annual Most Awesome Yard Sale fundraiser Saturday May 
28 in the Key Bank parking lot, Washington Ave, Emmett. An awesome variety of gently used items have been procured 
from around the county and from the SBBCH members themselves.  Fabulous finds will include furniture, electronics, 
household items, clothing, books, outdoor gear and horse stuff. There is sure to be that treasure you have been searching 
for. 
 
Doors open at 8 AM in the Key Bank parking lot. Please, no early birds. Come find those treasures and we will make them 
yours. 

SBBCH, < www.sbbchidaho.org >, is a non-profit organization and part of Back Country Horsemen of Idaho (BCHI). 
BCHI, < www.bchi.org >, is a non-profit organization with 15 chapters spread throughout our beautiful state, dedicated to 
perpetuating the common sense use and enjoyment of horses in America's back country and wilderness. We work to 
insure that public lands remain open to recreational stock use and assist the various government and private agencies in 
their maintenance and management of those resources. 

Back Country Horsemen of America (BCHA), < http://www.backcountryhorse.com/ >, is dedicated to preserving and 
perpetuating recreational stock use, commensurate with our heritage, on virtually all-public lands. BCH of America is a 
national, non-profit organization, formed in 1973, with members in 47 states, organizations in 25 states, 174+ chapters 
and a membership of over 13,300 in 2010. 

 

 

 


